Like others before him. White sees the pattern of Tlie Winter's Tale the familiar shape of romance, oscillating between joy and disaster, with short and long time built into the "endless ending" (145) . This play carries us from an opening glimpse of childhood innonccnce directly into a questioning and morally ambiguous world of paradise lost (147), becoming for White an almost schematic presentation of the "endless ending" and offering characters the possibility of eluding the past by denying its existence.
Though acknowledging that romance is a "synthesizing genre" encompassing a range of literary experiences normally isolated into other categories (143) 
